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2nd Floor Conference Room 

Municipal Building 

         May 25, 2021 

 

 

The McAlester City Council met in a Special session on Tuesday, May 25, 2021, at 6:00 P.M. 

after proper notice and agenda was posted, May 21, 2021, at 4:15 P.M. 

 

Call to Order 

 

Mayor Browne called the meeting to order. 

 

Roll Call 

 

Council Roll Call was as follows: 

 

Present in Person:  Weldon Smith, Steve Cox, Billy Jack Boatright, Zach 

Prichard & John Browne 

Attending via Teleconference: Cully Stevens & Zach Prichard 

Absent:    None 

Presiding:    John Browne, Mayor 

Staff Present: Pete Stasiak, City Manager; Sherri Swift, CFO; Kara Coy, 

Chief Accountant and Cora Middleton, City Clerk 

 

Scheduled Business 

 

WORKSHOP 

 

1. Discussion of Fiscal Year 2021/2022 Budget. 

 

Manager Stasiak addressed the Council briefly reviewing the proposed budget for fiscal year 

2021/2022.  During his review, he stated that when the Council was comparing the years of the 

budgets to compare the upcoming budget to the fiscal year 2019/2020 budget.  Manager Stasiak 

commented that Sales Tax was relatively flat, Use Tax is projected to increase approximately 

$552,000.00, due to the Shopping Center construction and the MPWA revenues was projecting 

an increase.  He briefly touched on the uses of the Stormwater fee and the Infrastructure sales 

tax. 

 

Manager Stasiak informed the Council that the City had been able to meet all of the departments’ 

requests, personnel levels were at 227 employees, the purchase of a new fire truck was included 

in the budget, all payments were being met, the Bond payments would need to be subsidized by 

MPWA again and all benefits were maintained, including a 2% COLA, longevity, merit 

increases and safety incentive. 

 

Mayor Browne commented that the 2% COLA and steps in merit increases averaged 4%. 

 

Carl Gullick, Audit & Finance Advisory Committee Chairman addressed the Council inquiring 

about new positions in this budget. 

 

Manager Stasiak explained that the Airport Manager had retired, Administration was decreased 

two (2) positions, the Policer and Fire Departments had been maintained, the Community 

Services had decreased three (3) positions and added boots on the ground in the Utility 

Maintenance and Streets Departments. 

 

Councilman Prichard inquired about the purchase of a new fire truck and reviewing how the 

vehicles were used.  He also inquired about any discussion about the County taking the Expo 

back. 

 

Manager Stasiak stated that the City’s Fire trucks were twenty-five (25) plus years old and 

rescue trucks responded to all types of accidents and had the ability to respond to fires.  He 

added that he did not know if people could be transported in a rescue truck.  Manager Stasiak 

stated that the budget addresses moving forward with the City operating the Expo.  He 
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commented that the County had expressed interest in taking the Expo back but the Council 

would need to address that.  He stated that any equipment that the City had purchased would 

remain the City’s property and the County had asked if the City would subsidize the Expo.  He 

added that the County had never helped with the Expo. 

 

Councilman Boatright asked if the Hotel/Motel tax would be given to the County. 

 

Manager Stasiak stated that money could be turned to the City’s parks and tourism. 

 

Councilman Boatright commented that it would be good to use that money on the City’s parks 

and the softball complex. 

 

Adjournment 

 

There being no further business to come before the Council, Councilman Smith moved for the 

meeting to be adjourned. The motion was seconded by Councilman Cox.   

 

There was no discussion, and the vote was taken as follows: 

 

AYE:  Councilmembers Smith, Cox, Stevens, Boatright, Prichard & Mayor Browne 

NAY:  None 

 

Mayor Browne declared the motion carried, and the meeting was adjourned at 5:46 P.M. 

 

 

                    __________________________ 

ATTEST:                 John Browne, Mayor 

 

 

____________________________    

Cora Middleton, City Clerk 


